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Congressman Miller Works to Strengthen Sole Survivor Benefits 
This week, Congressman Miller joined more than two hundred of his colleagues in introducing legislation to allow 
individuals who voluntarily separate from the military under “sole survivorship” to qualify for the same benefits 
provided to others who honorably separate from the military.  A sole survivor is an American servicemember who 
becomes the last remaining offspring within a family as a result of the death of his or her remaining siblings in 
military service.  Under current law, these individuals are entitled to early retirement and an honorable discharge.  
However, sole survivors are being required to repay portions of their enlistment bonuses and they are being denied 
access to transition health care and the GI Bill.  Congressman Miller believes this is unacceptable considering the 
sacrifices these brave individuals and their families have already made for our country.  In response, he was proud to 
cosponsor the Hubbard Act which would allow a servicemember, whether enlisted or officer, who voluntarily 
separates under sole survivorship to qualify for benefits that other honorably discharged servicemembers enjoy.  He 
believes this legislation is a critical and necessary step toward ensuring that those who sacrifice for their country 
abroad are properly taken care of at home. 
 
House Votes to Reauthorize Coast Guard 
This week, the House voted to reauthorize the operations of the Coast Guard for the next year.  The Coast Guard 
which is the smallest of the Armed Services has several missions including enforcing maritime law, assisting 
mariners and boaters, conducting search and rescue missions, addressing bridges that pose navigation risks, and 
ensuring maritime security.  In addition to authorizing funding for the Coast Guard, the bill creates a mobile 
biometric information collection program to identify individuals, including illegal aliens and suspected terrorists, 
interdicted at sea.  The bill also includes a ship treatment program that will help control the entry of aquatic invasive 
species into U.S. waters which have the potential to devastate domestic waterways.  Congressman Miller was 
pleased to support this important legislation to give the Coast Guard the tools necessary to keep our ports and 
waterways safe and secure. 
 
Bill Introduced to Bar Illegal Aliens from Working in the U.S. Capitol 
Congressman Miller this week cosponsored legislation to ensure that illegal aliens are barred from working in the 
United States Capitol.  Under current law, all federal employees must be screened using the E-Verify system, which 
provides instantaneous online confirmation of an individual’s eligibility to work in the United States.  However, the 
many private contractors employed in and around the Capitol building are only required to screen their employees 
using an outdated, error prone, paper-based system.  In order to close this loophole, the Secure the Capitol Act was 
introduced to require all companies competing for, or currently holding, a government contract for work in the 
Capitol or surrounding buildings to participate in the E-Verify program.  Congressman Miller is proud to support 
this and other commonsense proposals to improve worksite enforcement and he will continue working to prevent 
illegal aliens from securing employment in violation of our nation’s laws. 
 
Reminder: Entries Sought for Artistic Discovery Competition 
Congressman Miller would like to remind all high school students in the 42nd District that all artwork submissions 
for the Artistic Discovery 2008 Congressional Art Competition are due on May 2, 2008.  The Artistic Discovery 
competition provides aspiring high school artists with the opportunity to have a winning entry displayed at the U.S. 
Capitol for a full year.  Additionally, Southwest Airlines will provide the first place winner with three roundtrip 
tickets to Washington, D.C. to see their artwork unveiled.  For more information on Artistic Discovery 2008, please 
contact Mina Choi in Congressman Miller’s Brea office at (714) 257-1142. 
 
 
The Capitol Connection Newsletter is published at the end of every week in which Congress is in session.  Please send correspondence to 
CapitolConnectionNewsletter@mail.house.gov with your name and residential address.  To subscribe or unsubscribe to this newsletter send an email to 
CapitolConnectionNewsletter@mail.house.gov or call (202) 225-3201. 
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